for photographic portraiture



In praise of printing photographs and viewing
them in public: the 2011 Olive Cotton Award

‘What’s in a name?’ might have been the question of the
century in the 1500s but today it seems the question is,
‘What’s in a face?’" From posed studio portraits through
to candid street photography, the Olive Cotton Award
breathes new life into the enquiry - can we sense the
essence of a person from their photographic image?

The plethora of digital images and the ease with which
they are circulated around the globe might deter artists
from the seemingly archaic and laborious task of making
and exhibiting a portrait but, as this exhibition attests, the
art of photographic portraiture is alive and well.

[t is amazing that in spite of our knowledge that the
correlation between the inner and outer world of a person
is not necessarily accurate, we still seek and trust the
reading of a face, so basic is this human need.

Let us celebrate the shared viewing space of the

public gallery and the challenges and pleasures it

offers audiences and artists. Let us revel in the pleasures
of looking at photographs with friends and strangers

in a shared gallery setting as opposed to the furtive
viewing of images in isolation on one’s computer or smart
phone. Let us celebrate the printed image in which the
artist may have agonised over the material qualities of
paper and mount, format, frame and size - let alone

the issues of engagement with the subject, composition,
colour and light. Let us focus afresh on the question,
‘What’s in a face?’

Naomi Cass
May 2011

1. With apologies to William Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet (Il, ii, 1-2)
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digital print
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Courtesy of James Makin Gallery, Melbourne and
Charles Hewitt Gallery, Sydney

Agnieszka Davis

Louise Whelan

Sam Harris

Nigel Clements

Prudence Murphy



Marg Ryan

Vikki Wilkes

David Knight

Hedy Ritterman

Heidi Sterling

Susan Dirgham
Melbourne VIC
Fouad 2011
Lambda print

Melanie Faith Dove
Melbourne VIC

Living back home 2011
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Pigment ink on Canson rag
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cyanotype with gum wash
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giclee print
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giclee print
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type C print
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Angela Tarlinton

Chuck Bradley

Ross Bray

Peter King
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Gary Lush, the water plant man 2011
digital print on german etching paper
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Melbourne VIC

Sisters, Blair Street Coburg 2070 2010
Lambda print
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archival inkjet print
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Theo 2011
digital print
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Dillon 2011
Chromira print
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archival print

Shannon McDonald
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Natalie 2011

digital print

Cheryl McMaster
Burleigh Heads QLD
Siblings 2010
digital print

Rod McNicol

Melbourne VIC

Portrait of Phillip Motherwell: actor,
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archival pigment print
Courtesy of Place Gallery, Melbourne

John McRae

Sydney NSW

Portrait of Mr and Mrs Maynard 2010
pigment inkjet print on cotton rag
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Sydney NSW

Chris Wheeler - polyamorous circus
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pigment print on cotton rag
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Blood portrait (Grandad) 2009
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of artist’s blood on hessian
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Melbourne VIC
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series 2010

inkjet print

Matisse Mitelman
Melbourne VIC
Angie Hart 2011
inkjet print
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Sydney NSW

La Judy chiaroscuro nella camera 2010

Lambda print

Prudence Murphy
Sydney NSW

Elsa 2011
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B&W photographs printed on
hahnemuhle fine art paper

Joseph Pignone
Sydney NSW

Recycled parents 2009
Lambda print

Izabela Pluta
Sydney NSW
Macquarie #5 2010
Lambda print

Courtesy of Dianne Tanzer Gallery, Melbourne
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She made glass flowers (Mum) 2010
digital print on fine art paper
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Melbourne VIC

Dre 2010

archival pigment inkjet print

Hedy Ritterman
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inkjet print

Peter Roberts
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The artist 2010
UltraChrome K3 Inkjet print

Bridget Radomski

Craig Tuffin

Vittoria Dussoni

Peter King



Serana Hunt

Grace Stewart

Dean Beletich

Cheryl McMaster

Sarah Barker

Marguerite Ryan
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Olive 2011

digital print on canvas

Russell Shakespeare
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Michael Zavros 2009

* archival digital print on cotton rag

Rebecca Shanahan
Darlington NSW
Minor 2010

pigment ink print
Courtesy of Stills Gallery, Sydney
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My Uncle’s table 2009
digital print
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Melbourne VIC

Capsis and Capsis 2010
Lambda print

Heidi Sterling
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The Junction 2010
digital print

Grace Stewart

Brays Creek NSW

Ari, Sid and Rollie 2009
inkjet print

Jacqui Stockdale
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Rory 2010
Lambda print

Courtesy of Helen Gory Galerie, Melbourne

Virginia Szaraz
Sydney NSW
New suit 2011
digital print

Angela Tarlinton
Newcastle NSW
Five 2011
Lambda print
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Melbourne VIC
Meet the Edelstens 2011
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Digital Pearl Paper
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Roy 2011
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digital print from 35mm B&W film
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digital print
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Donna Gibbons
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type C print

Louise Whelan
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The Dalai Lama visits 2009
giclee print

Vikky Wilkes

Canberra ACT
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archival pigment ink on Canson Infinity
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Jamie Williams
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digital print

Fiona Wolf

Sydney NSW

Homeless in Hawaii

(2011, GFC in the US) 2011

hand printed from 120mm B&W film

Sharyn Woods

Northern NSW

Lorraine, Romeo and Freddie 2011
digital print

Sasha Ruth Woolley
Sydney NSW

Caroline with child 2011
Lambda print

David Young
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Tom 2011
digital print
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Stephen Dupont
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Chris Budgeon

Shannon Mcdonald

Susan Dirgham

Robyn Hills

Lee Grant

Tamara Dean

Jasmine Poole

W
Olive at Spring Forest 1995
Sally McInerny

Tweed River Art Gallery launched

the Olive Cotton Award for photographic
portraiture in 2005 offering a major
acquisitive prize of $10,000 funded by
Olive Cotton’s family and dedicated to her
memory as one of Australia’s leading
twentieth century photographers.

The profile of the Award has grown and
gained national recognition, attracting
entries from well-known and emerging
photographers across Australia. Following
the 2009 Award the Gallery moved to a
biennial award offering a major acquisitive
prize of $20,000 along with $4,000 for the
acquisition of additional portraits for the
Gallery’s collection funded by the Friends
of the Gallery. A people’s choice award

of $250, as voted by exhibition visitors,

is also announced at the conclusion of the
exhibition.

This exhibition of finalists has been
selected by Naomi Cass, Director of the
Centre for Contemporary Photography

in Melbourne from 327 entries. While
diverse in subject matter and treatment
of portraiture the exhibition also has some
interesting congruencies and repeated
themes.

The Gallery thanks art dealer Josef Lebovic
and photographer Sally Mclnerney, Olive
Cotton’s daughter, for their ongoing support
of the Award.

To complement the exhibition a digital
display of a small selection of postings to
the ABC Open internet project Portrait of
a Stranger are also showing in the Gallery.

lzabela Pluta

Virginia Szaraz

Lucas Davidson

Dawne Fahey (detail)
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